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NEW CERTIFICATION ACRONYMS

• DOE (Declaration of Eligibility)
• JOC (Jurisdiction of Original 

Certification)
• SEDO (Socially and Economically 

Disadvantaged Individual)
• SBE (Small Business Element)
• OSR (On-Site Review)



DIFFERENT TYPES OF CERTIFICATIONS

• DBE Certification: 
• United States Department of Transportation (US DOT) 

assisted contracts for highway, transit, and airport projects

• Complies with Federal Regulation 49 CFR Part 26

• M/WBE Certification: 
• Overseen and managed by state and local government 

contracting authorities 



DBE CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

What is a DBE?
I. Ownership

• An independent business that is at least 51 percent controlled AND managed by a socially or economically disadvantaged individual(s) (SEDO) 

• Socially disadvantaged individuals includes Women, Native Americans, African Americans, Hispanic Americans, Asian-Pacific Americans 
and Subcontinent Asian Americans 

II. Personal Net Worth (PNW)

• Majority owner’s personal net worth must not exceed $2,047,000 million

III. Control

• The business must not be affiliated with another firm and the SEDO must make day-to-day decisions on policies and operations

IV. Size

• A for-profit business must meet the Small Business Administration’s (SBA) size standard and not exceed $30.72 million in 

    gross annual receipts over a three-year average



DBE CERTIFICATION PROCESS

Certification application, 
Personal Net Worth 

statement (PNW) and 
supporting documents 

are analyzed.

1

A site visit is 
conducted to verify 
the firm’s business 

operations. 

2
A final determination 
is made on whether 

the firm is eligible for 
DBE certification.

3

Process takes 60 to 90 days upon the receipt of all required documentation.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The certification process complies with the federal regulation 49 CFR, Part 26, Subpart D. 



ADVANTAGES OF DBE CERTIFICATION

• Company listed in the IL UCP directory 

• An opportunity to participate on projects 
as a prime or subcontractor

• An identifier that can be used as a 
marketing tool for your business



ILLINOIS UNIFIED CERTIFICATION PROGRAM (IL UCP) PARTNERS

Each partner lists their DBE firms in a centralized IL UCP directory that provides a reference source to assist 
bidder/proposer in meeting DBE contract goals. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Illinois Unified Certification Program (IL UCP) directory provides a reference source of certified DBE firms. The Directory lists firms in alphabetical order, including the NAICS* codes and specialties. It provides a reference source to assist bidders/proposers in meeting DBE contract goals.  *North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Codes – classification of the specialties or services that a firm seeks to perform.



CHANGES MADE TO THE DBE CERTIFICATION PROGRAM*

• Forms no longer need to be notarized

• Annual No Change Affidavit has been replaced by Declaration of Eligibility (DOE)

• Personal Net Worth Limit has been updated to $2,047,000 and will be continuously update by 
USDOT

• Due date for annual submittal of DOE is now the same for all states (anniversary month of the 
original certification)

• New Applications and Personal Net Worth Statements

• On-Site Interviews are now audio recorded

* These are the most common asked about 
changes, for a complete list visit the federal 
regulation 49 CFR Part 26.



DBE CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 

METRA.COM MAIN MENU

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 
AND RESOURCES

OFFICE OF 
DIVERSITY & 

BUSINESS 
ENTERPRISE

DBE PROGRAM DBE CERTIFICATION



HOW TO REGISTER AS A VENDOR

Metra offers a range of contracting opportunities for suppliers, service providers and 
contractors. Vendors can view current procurement opportunities through Metra’s 
Bonfire portal. 

Use the below QR code to register on Metra’s Bonfire Portal or visit our website at 
www.metra.com. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Vendors registered with Metra through the Bonfire portal can receive automatic notifications about current solicitations that match their selected NAICS codes, and can download solicitation documents and addenda, if any.



QUESTIONS?

Type your questions 
in the chat box



CONTACT INFORMATION

Adriana Mena -  amena@metrarr.com

Michele Sutton -  msutton@metrarr.com

mailto:amena@metrarr.com
mailto:msutton@metrarr.com
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